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I
T’S NOT SURPRISING that this issue of 
VenuesNow shows Australian stadiums 
performing with such buoyancy. The 
country’s economy is healthy, Australians 
are longtime enthusiastic supporters of live 
music, and the strength of the greenback 

to the Aussie dollar has seen a consistent  ood 
of visiting artists, from superstars to emerging 
acts. 

Promoters say their options are wide 
because each capital city has its own strength. 
Sydney is particularly strong for urban and 
pop, Perth for heritage rock and British music, 
Brisbane the country music capital and Mel-
bourne for rock. At the same time, comedy 
and esports are rapidly growing sectors.

Live performance across all genres draws 
more than the combined attendance of the six 
major varieties of football. Figures from trade 
association Live Performance Australia’s 
report Ticket Attendance and Revenue 2018, 
covering the 2017 calendar year, showed ticket 
sales up 23% to 23 million (Australia’s current 
population: 25 million) and revenue up 32% to 
1.88 billion Australian dollars ($1.34 billion). 

The best performing venue, Sydney’s Qudos 
Bank Arena, had its biggest year in 2018, said 
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Sydney’s Qudos Bank 
Arena topped our 
Australia/New Zea-
land Top Stops chart 
with 633,451 total 
tickets sold.

Tim Worton, group director of arenas for AEG 
Ogden, which operates the building. “We had 
over 1.2 million people through the venue and 
a box o¢ce of over AU$100 million,” he said. 
The venue, with a maximum seating capacity 
of 21,000, opened November 1999 in time for 
the 2000 Sydney Olympics.

Its highlights through the year included 
multiple shows from Bruno Mars, Céline 
Dion, Sam Smith and Katy Perry, but Pink’s 
Beautiful Trauma tour stole the show, Worton 
said. “She smashed the arena’s ticket sales 
records at 142,970 across nine spectacular 
shows, and her performances and production 
were amazing,” he said.

Pink, whose tours are among the biggest 
sellers of all time Down Under, almost set 
an attendance record at the 13,601-capacity 
Brisbane Entertainment Centre, another AEG 
Ogden facility. Her seven-show run “resulted in 
90,292 tickets sold, which is phenomenal given 
that Brisbane’s population is a bit over 2 million,” 
Worton said. “Only a limited run of shows pre-
vented her breaking her own record at the BEC.”  

The singer and working mother was vocally 
appreciative of how venue management laid 
out backstage a full-on playground with straw-
berry and tomato patch and then repurposed 
all the equipment to a shelter for underprivi-
leged women.

AEG Ogden’s success streak continued at 
the 15,500-seat, AU$550 million RAC Arena in 
Perth, which opened in 2012 as Perth Arena. 
“It is a great building, we have a fabulous team 
in place, and it is the venue that Western Aus-
tralia needed to be able to attract the cream of 
the international touring scene,” Worton said. 
“While it’s the most remote capital city on the 
planet, we have the majority of tours playing 
the arena. Western Australians have certainly 
embraced it.”

Highlights for Brisbane’s 52,500-capacity 
Suncorp Stadium, another AEG Ogden venue, 
included two sold-out shows for Ed Sheeran at 
103,744 tickets and multiple shows for André 
Rieu and Jim Je²eries.

Smaller regional venues continue to face 
challenges posed by short itineraries and large 
productions, but the Newcastle Entertainment 

Centre, a two-hour drive from Sydney, had 
a strong run over a few weeks of Bob Dylan, 
Queens of the Stone Age and Cher, which 
“showed that the NEC can deliver great re-
sults,” Worton said.

In the meantime, venue operator Ven-
uesLive continued its success at the 82,500-ca-
pacity ANZ Stadium in Sydney as well as the 
60,000-seat Optus Stadium in Perth, which 
in its µrst year drew 2 million patrons to 43 
major events. Eminem was its biggest recent 
music act, with draws of 70,691 and 50,000 
for shows in February.  

On April 22, VenuesLive o¢cially launched 
the 30,000-capacity rectangular Bankwest 
Stadium in the booming industrial corridor 
of Western Sydney. Its CEO, Daryl Kerry, 
said the AU$360 million complex — owned 
by Venues NSW on behalf of the New South 
Wales government — was designed with event 
experience predominantly in mind, with the 
steepest seating in Australia, bringing fans 
closer to the action for sports and concerts.

“More than 30 sport and entertainment 
events are already conµrmed, with more to be 
announced,” Kerry said. “We will host hundreds 
of additional meetings and special events, and 
anticipate more than 600,000 people will walk 
through the gates of Bankwest Stadium in its 
µrst nine months of operation.” The Western 
Sydney Business Chamber estimated that visi-
tors to the venue will inject over AU$176 million 
into the local economy in its µrst two years.

In the meantime, a number of Sydney’s 
stadiums are set to be part of a AU$2.2 billion 
redevelopment in the next few years. The am-
bitious stadiums plan was unveiled two years 
ago by the New South Wales government but 
met with resistance from the major opposition 
Labor party and sections of the community for 
being extravagant when schools and hospitals 
needed funding. It was a µercely debated issue 
in the run-up to the March 23 state election. 
However, the Liberal Nationals Coalition 
remained in control, and is expected to, in 
coming weeks, o¢cially green-light budgets 
including AU$810 million for revitalization of 
ANZ Stadium and the AU$730 million rebuild 
of 44,000-seat Allianz Stadium. 
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TOPSTOPS AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND
Ranked by tickets sold. Based on data from concerts and events March 1, 2018-Feb. 28, 2019, as reported to Pollstar. Data updated as of April 1.

RANK VENUE TICKETS SOLD CAPACITY GROSS SHOWS

MORE THAN 15,000 CAPACITY  

1 Qudos Bank Arena, Sydney 633,451 20,997 $69,187,894  62

2 Marvel Stadium, Melbourne, Australia 370,753 70,000 $32,224,308  6

3 ANZ Stadium, Sydney 303,990 83,500 $27,634,629  4

4 Optus Stadium, Burswood, Australia 208,838 60,000 $17,638,757  4

5 Mt Smart Stadium, Auckland, New Zealand 168,625 47,000 $14,384,151  4

10,001-15,000 CAPACITY 
1 Rod Laver Arena, Melbourne, Australia 472,753 15,000 $54,203,912  38

2 RAC Arena, Perth, Australia 467,663 15,000 $40,549,032  54

3 Brisbane Entertainment Centre, Boondall, Australia 435,867 14,500 $41,051,167  56

4 Spark Arena, Auckland, New Zealand 435,169 12,200 $35,868,694  68

5 Sidney Myer Music Bowl, Melbourne, Australia 159,724 13,000 $9,895,752  23

5,001-10,000 CAPACITY 
1 ICC Sydney Theatre 217,718 8,000 $16,089,002  48

2 Hordern Pavilion, Moore Park, Australia 198,722 5,500 $13,296,817  41

3 Newcastle Entertainment Centre, Broadmeadow, Australia 79,149 7,500 $4,039,797  21

4 Brisbane (Australia) Riverstage 73,986 9,500 $4,718,445  10

5 Margaret Court Arena, Melbourne, Australia 64,589 7,500 $5,145,911  14

2,001-5,000 CAPACITY 
1 Hamer Hall, Melbourne, Australia 152,195 2,500 $10,082,748  85

2 Enmore Theatre, Newtown, Australia 46,963 2,500 $2,563,527  27

3 Concert Hall at Sydney Opera House 23,601 2,679 $1,988,553  8

4 Palais Theatre, Melbourne, Australia 23,268 3,200 $2,090,063  10

5 Darling Harbour (Australia) Theatre 22,839 2,500 $1,187,947  13

2,000 OR LESS CAPACITY 
1 Corner Hotel, Richmond, Australia 101,768 800 $3,084,595  174

2 Tri�id, Newstead, Australia 58,086 720 $1,755,762  115

3 Northcote (Australia) Social Club 38,163 300 $626,256  194

4 Forum, Melbourne, Australia 37,854 2,000 $1,924,981  24

5 The Metro Theatre, Sydney 17,881 1,350 $758,393  17

Note: Capacity shown is legal capacity listed in Pollstar database. Compiled by teamboxo�ice@pollstar.com.




